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New research programmes at IGP
Since 1 September, IGP has a new organisation of its research 
programmes. The previous ten programmes are now six and all 
research groups have new colleagues in their programmes. 
The new programmes were organised based on an investigation 
led by a work group and involving all research group leaders. 
The aim was to obtain a good composition within and between 
the programmes, and to take common research subjects or 
methods into account. The programmes should also provide 
context and a research community for group leaders and staff in 
the research groups.

In May 2022, the Department Board decided to implement 
the new programmes from 1 September. Each programme has 
selected a chair and a deputy chair who should represent the 
programme in IGP’s scientific council. In addition, joint activi-
ties involving the research groups are being planned. 

The new research programmes are Cancer Immunotherapy, 
Cancer Precision Medicine, Genomics and Neurobiology, 
Molecular Tools and Functional Genomics, Neuro-oncology and 
Neurodegeneration, and Vascular Biology.

IGP researchers receive  
SEK 38.2 million grant
Sven Nelander, Kaska Koltowska 
and Lene Uhrbom have been 
granted funding from the Knut 
and Alice Wallenberg Foundation 
for characterising the invasion 
routes of brain tumours.

Leducq Foundation  
grant to Christer Betsholtz 
The funding is intended for a 
collaborative project on small 
vessel disease in the brain and 
Christer Betsholtz will receive 
USD 897 000 for five years.

Jing Ma awarded Best thesis 
in gene and cell therapy 2021
She defended her thesis “Cancer 
Immunotherapy: Oncolytic 
viruses and CAR-T cells” in 
January 2021.

IGP teachers awarded 
Marie Allen, Masood Kamali-
Moghaddam and Malin 
Lagerström have been appointed 
as Excellent Teachers by the 
Disciplinary Domain for Medi-
cine and Pharmacy. In addition, 
Marie Allen has received Uppsala 
University’s Distinguished 
Teaching Award, which was 
presented at the University’s 
birthday on 7 October.

Four IGP researchers  
in the UU Innovation Mentor 
Programme
Xingqi Chen, Mathias Rask- 
Andersen, Nina Schiller and 
Hongxing Zhao have been accep-
ted for the UU Innovation Mentor 
Programme where doctoral  
students and researchers are 
matched with experienced men-
tors working outside academia.  

From the Head of Department
IGP has grown tremendously over the past two decades, both 
through mergers with other departments and by its own 
successes, to become the largest department at Uppsala Univer-
sity. Our new research programmes therefore fulfill important 
functions to promote integration and provide scientific and 
social camp fires for trainees and group leaders. 

Several other transformations are underway. We have reviewed 
our undergraduate teaching and will now begin to implement 
the proposed improvements. To optimise the use of lab spaces, 
we are assessing how we can establish a more continuous 
process for needs review and space allocation. We will also 
investigate how we can improve career guidance for postdocs 
and researchers. 

Finally, we have jointly developed aims  
and visions for IGP, along with quanti- 
tative indicators that will help us deter- 
mine whether we are going in the right  
direction as we move from the past  
into the future.


